
Beckingham Bowls Club News 2019 
 
December 
We will be holding our Annual General Meeting in the Beckingham Recreation Room on Friday 31 
January, starting at 7pm.  Any non - members interested in joining us in our 72nd year would be most 
welcome to attend, or alternatively, please contact Roger on 01427 848628. 
 
On 17 December, we held a Management Committee Meeting to discuss our plans for 2020 and to 
agree the agenda for the forthcoming AGM.  When these December notes were compiled on 3 January, 
we were awaiting the requested draft proposed agreement from the Village Hall Committee for our 
continuing use and management/maintenance of the bowling green site.  This was discussed at great 
length in the September and October 2019 meetings of the Sub Committee comprising 3 members each 
from the Village Hall and Bowls Club Committees, set up to sort out this matter.  Our Committee need 
time to consider any proposed agreement before presenting it to our members at our AGM. 
 
On a lighter note, we reported in last month’s notes that one of our teams who competed in a quiz held 
by Marton & Gate Burton Bowls Club finished with 361,000 Marton Pounds.  Unfortunately, the 
exchange rate from Marton Pounds to Beckingham Pounds plummeted after the General Election, so 
we will have to continue with our fund – raising efforts!! 
 
 
November 
Although the outdoor playing season has finished, members have continued to maintain contact.  Eight 
of us supported Marton Bowls Club when they competed as 2 teams at their quiz “with a difference”.  
All teams were given 2000 Marton Pounds and answers to the questions were either “true” or “false”.  
Prior to holding up a true or false card, each team had to bet some of their money on their answer, and 
this amount was either added to or deducted from their money depending upon whether or not their 
answer was correct.  In addition, there were general knowledge questions which earned each team 
money if they were right.  With 1 question left, the team of Janice Savage, Wilf Hawdon and Marion & 
Don Brown had 1 million Marton pounds and then lost it all, whilst the team of Carole Booth, Bob 
Brindle and Sue & Roger Platts doubled their money on the last question to finish up with 361,000 
Marton pounds, a long way behind the winners with over 2 million.  It was a most enjoyable evening 
and we were happy to help our friends in Marton. 
 
At the beginning of December, four of our members (Bob Brindle, Carole Booth, John Cawkwell and 
Roger Platts) played for a Gainsborough Bowls League team against a Scunthorpe Bowls League team 
at Scunthorpe Indoor Bowls arena.  Scunthorpe used their knowledge of the rinks they play on weekly 
to win all 7 rinks, but it was another enjoyable day.  It is hoped that in the not too distant future, 
Gainsborough will be able to invite Scunthorpe to the town as encouraging progress has been made by 
Riverside Indoor Bowls in their plans to provide indoor bowls again in Gainsborough.     
 
October 
The final event of the outdoor season took place on 19 October at Thonock Golf Club in the form of the 
Gainsborough Bowls League Presentation Evening.  Melrose SSC received 5 league and individual 
trophies, Scotter bagged 3, followed by Beckingham with 2, with the Mixed Pairs trophy being 
presented to Carole Booth & Michael Taylor, and Roger Platts receiving the Kelsey Cup on behalf of 
the Club’s GBL team.  There was an attendance of approximately 80 who enjoyed a good meal, and 
following the trophy presentations by league President Dave Copley, the evening closed with a quiz.   



 

 
Many players will now be keeping their eye in by bowling indoors in Doncaster, Lincoln and 
Scunthorpe, but not in Gainsborough following the removal of this well attended facility in the town.  
Riverside Indoor Bowls are however working hard to provide indoor bowling for the town and 
surrounding areas.  
 
The re-seeding of Beckingham’s green in September following verti-draining has produced excellent 
germination, such that it has been possible for members to cut the green at a suitable height for winter.  
The green is due to open again for play in mid-April next year and we are keen to add new members to 
our ranks.  We are currently relatively well off for members, but anybody of any age, with or without 
experience would be most welcome to help us continue providing a bowls facility for our Village and 
immediate surrounding area.   As well as running teams in 4 leagues, we also have Club and Open 
competitions as well as social events.  Please contact Roger on 01427 848628 to find out more.      
 
September 
Our Presentation Evening held in the Willow Works on 4 October was a most enjoyable event with 
excellent food and drink, plenty of humour and top - class entertainment.  Following a welcome from 
Club Captain Roger Platts, Pete & Sandra Ness’s granddaughter Frankie was introduced.  Frankie at 
the age of 14 is a very talented swimmer and has been selected for special training in Fuerteventura at 
the end of October with a view to progressing to a future Olympics.  Many of our members had earlier 
this year contributed to a fund set up to help her on her way, and this young lady travelled from 
Doncaster with her father to thank everybody, and then left as she had to be up at 6am the next day for 
training. We wish her every success. 
 
After this, we enjoyed an excellent meal of meat pie, potatoes and peas, followed by syrup sponge or 
strawberry gateau prepared and served by Zena’s Top Nosh caterers from Gainsborough.  Retford 
based singer Jess Brett then entertained us with her excellent voice and choice of music, followed by 
the presentation of Club Trophies, a sketch on the “BBC” by Pete Ness and Roy Clegg and our raffle.  
Jess then rounded off a great evening with another 45 minutes of more upbeat music, creating a party 
atmosphere.  John Foster was presented with the Charles Lundy Memorial Trophy for the Club Singles, 
Stuart Moody & Tony Whitlam received the Mick Pilkington Memorial Trophy for the Club Pairs, 
whilst Carole Booth, Bill Bryan & John Foster lifted the Audrey Rogers Memorial Trophy for Club 
Triples.  The photos accompanying this report show Mick’s widow Denise with Stuart & Tony and 
Roger is shown presenting the singles trophy to John Foster and the triples trophy to Carole, Bill and 
John.  The 4th photo shows some of the members enjoying the singing of Jess. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our green was closed for the season on 24 September when members scarified and cut the green which 
was followed 2 days later by verti – draining (8” holes in the green), and at 6am the next day, re-
seeding took place by direct drilling.  The seed will now be allowed to germinate, after which we will 
lightly cut the grass at the suitable height for winter. 
 
Our season may have finished, but we are still looking for new members, so anybody (with or without 
experience) who is interested should please contact Roger on 01427 848628.  Many of our members 
will be keeping their eye in by bowling indoors at Doncaster, Lincoln or Scunthorpe, but sadly not at 
Gainsborough as this facility there has been removed. 
 
August 
Beckingham’s bowlers enjoyed a very busy end to their 2019 playing season.  The Gainsborough 
Bowls League team played much better in the 2nd half of the season, earning 45 points compared to just 
31.5 from the 1st half.  This enabled them to qualify for the Kelsey Cup and they beat Wheatley in the 
semi - final at Owston Ferry and conquered Scotter in the final by 10 shots at Roses, and the 
photograph accompanying this report shows them receiving the Cup from Rose’s Captain.  This was a 
very good all - round team performance and made up for the disappointing 5th place in the league when 
they lost 10 – 0 at home to bottom of the table Rose Leisure after whitewashing 2nd placed Scotter 10 – 
0.  That’s bowls!   The GBL Finals Day was held at Wheatley and Beckingham’s Carole Booth & 
Michael Taylor won the Mixed Pairs, and they are shown in the photo receiving the Cup from Scotter’s 
Dave Copley.  Both the Kelsey Cup and Mixed Pairs Trophy will be presented at the League’s 
Presentation Evening on 19 October at Thonnock (Gainsborough) Golf Club.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Isle of Axholme Seniors’ Leagues’ teams both finished 3rd in their respective leagues.  With 2 
matches to go, the Central Section team were on top of the Central Section League, but faltered in their 
last 2 matches.  The league positions for the I. of A. Evening League were not available, but 
Beckingham did finish the season well and should be in the top half. 
 
During the last week of the season, several players 
competed in Rose’s Triples Gala Day, the Club 
entertained staff from their Premier Sponsors Cliff 
Bradley & Son Funeral Directors on the green, visited 
Laughterton for their annual and very social friendly, 
and brought down the curtain on the playing season 
with the Club Triples.  Teams were drawn “out of the 
hat” and this was won by the very strong trio of Carole 
Booth, Bill Bryan & John Foster who beat new boy 
Andy Wainwright, Tony Whitlam & Pete Cawthorne.  
The photo with this report shows them with the Audrey 
Rogers Memorial Trophy for Triples.  
 
 
Our green was again selected as a neutral green for the Final of the GBL Garner Shield, this being the 
2nd final at Beckingham in 2019 to add to being used as a neutral green for numerous league and 
individual semi – finals. The green will close for 2019 on 24 September when members will scarify the 
green, followed by verti draining, treating and re-seeding as preparation for 2020, whilst members will 
get together for one last time this year for our Presentation Evening at the Willow Works on 4 October.  
 
July 
Our Open Pairs Gala Fund Raising Day on July 14 was a resounding success enjoyed by all the 56 
competitors and spectators.  The winners were the East Markham duo of Vinnie Mash & Jason Sharp 
who beat Janie Hancock & Nigel Wood from Babworth Road by 1 shot in the final.  Coming in 3rd 
were Ordsall’s George Hilton & Jamie Voase who beat Rosanna Bell & Mo Addlesee from Belton in 
the play off for 3rd/4th places.  We received compliments from our guests for the organization and 
quality of the green and food, provided and prepared in the Village Hall by Club members and their 
partners.  There were record proceeds which have been added to our reserves being steadily built up by 
members hard work to replace our tea room/ pavilion. 
   



Roger & Sue are grateful to all those who helped them and contributed to a successful day.  The 
photographs accompanying this report show the East Markham pair receiving the trophy from Carlton 
Bradley and Edward Klitzcs on behalf of our Premier Sponsors Cliff Bradley & Sons Funeral Directors 
Ltd, and our “catering, raffle and whisky board team” from left to right – Sue Platts, Janice Savage, 
Anne Whitlam, Freda Proudley and Wilf Hawdon who were also ably  helped by Pam West and Carole 
Booth’s niece Leah over at the green.  
The month closed with our Club Pairs for the Mick Pilkington Memorial Trophy which was won by 
Stuart Moody (in his first year of playing) and Tony Whitlam who beat Andy Wainwright (also playing 
in his first year) & Bill Bryan.  Stuart & Tony are shown in the photograph receiving the trophy from 
Club Secretary Carole Booth. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of our 4 teams have played well over the last month, with pride of place going to the Isle of 
Axholme Seniors’ League Central Section team currently topping their league.  The Northern Section 
team lie in 3rd place in their league whilst the Gainsborough Bowls League players have moved up 
from 3rd bottom to 4th in their league and narrowly lost in the final of the Knockout Shield to Scotter.  
The I. of A. Evening League outfit have won their last 4 matches after a slow start to the season.  In the 
GBL Individual Competitions, Carole Booth & Michael Taylor have reached the final of the Mixed 
Pairs, whilst John Foster was due to play in the Semi Final of the Men’s Singles on 6 August, hoping to 
make it 2 finalists from Beckingham in Finals’ Day on 18 August.  Over the last month, we have 
hosted 5 semi finals in this competition and also the final of the GBL Millennium Trophy between 
Scotter & Melrose SSC, which is a testament to the quality of our green and our hosting capabilities. 

Vinnie Mash & Jason Sharp receiving trophy from 
Carlton Bradley and Edward Klitzcs 

Catering, Raffle & Whisky Board team – Sue Platts, Janice 
Savage, Ann Whitlam, Freda Proudley & Wilf Hawdon 

Carole Booth presenting trophy to Tony Whitlam and 
Stuart Moody 



 
June 
Beckingham’s bowlers held their Club Singles with John Foster playing Roy Clegg in the final after 2 
rounds and semi finals earlier in the day.  John had beaten Pete Ness in the 1st round, Pete Cawthorne in 
the 2nd and Roger Platts in the semi – final, whilst Roy had a bye in the 1st round, beat Bob Brindle in 
the 2nd and Carole booth in the other semi – final.  The final was nip and tuck all the way and went to 
the last end with John 1 shot up.  John’s first wood finished very close to the jack and stayed there for 
him to win the and take the Charles Lundy Trophy.  The photographs show John receiving the trophy 
from last year’s winner Pete Cawthorne and John being congratulated by runner up Roy Clegg. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
In the Gainsborough Bowls League, Beckingham played well in beating Melrose SSC and Misterton to 
reach the final of the Knockout Shield due to take place on 24 July.  The GBL team have struggled in 
the league and were 3rd from bottom when these notes were completed.  Surprisingly, last year’s 
Champions Marshalls were bottom.  Beckingham’s Captain Roger Platts has shaken things up at this 
half way stage in the season by changing the make - up of the 5 rinks in an effort to provide more all - 
round strength.   
 
Due to a combination of the weather and opponents being unable to raise a team, the Isle of Axholme 
Seniors’ League teams only played 2 matches each last month.  The Central Section team continued in 
good form, winning both, but the Northern Section players struggled and lost both their matches. 
The weather has also affected the I. of A. Evening League team with 2 matches postponed, 3 played, 1 
won and 2 lost. 
 
In the GBL Individual competitions, John Foster progressed to the 2nd round of the Singles by beating 
team mate Roger Platts, whilst Carole Booth and Michael Taylor won away against Marshalls Lyn & 
Roy Enever in the 1st round of the Mixed Pairs.  Disappointingly, last year’s Ladies Singles Champion 
Carole Booth lost away to Gail Windsor in the 1st round and last year’s Open Pairs Champions Ken 
Byfleet & John Foster failed to progress into the 2nd round.  Ken also had to pull out of the 1st round 
due to illness. 
 
Our green continues to receive praise from visitors and has been chosen for us to host the GBL 
Millennium Trophy final between Scotter and Melrose SSC. on 5 August.     

 
 



 
Beckingham Open Pairs 2019 

 

Sunday 14 July 10.00 am  
At Beckingham Bowls Club 

 

Total Prize Money £160 Minimum 
 

Pairs playing with 3 woods in 2 “leagues” 
6 ends per game, up to 6 games 

  Final between winners of each “league”  
 Play off for 3rd & 4th places 

 
Food available all day in the Village Hall 

Whisky Board, & Raffle 
9.30 am arrival for 10.00 am start 
Dress – Greys & Whites please 

 
Spectators Welcome – No Charge 

 

 Enquiries to 
Roger Platts 01427 848628 
e-mail suero@tiscali.co.uk 

or  
Carole Booth 07922000630 
e-mail elorac01@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 



 
May 
Prior to Beckingham’s first Gainsborough Bowls League match 
on 13 May, Geoff Proudley was presented with a certificate by 
Captain Roger Platts to commemorate the Life Membership 
bestowed on him by the Club.  The citation reads “In 
recognition of dedicated and invaluable service to Beckingham 
Bowls Club, Mr Geoff Proudley was this day made a Life 
Member.  Geoff has been a member since April 1979 and has 
played a significant part in maintaining a bowling facility in the 
village.” 
The GBL team have had a mixed start to the season.  After 
easily beating Wheatley at home and an excellent away win by 
1 shot in the 1st round of the Knockout Shield at Melrose SSC, 
they lost their next 3 matches (all away). They also lost in the 
Millennium Trophy 1st round match to Wheatley, but have a 
chance to reach the final of the KO Shield when they were due 
to play Misterton on 10 June in the semi final.  The 2 Isle of 
Axholme Seniors’ League teams have both played 5 matches 
and won 3 of them, whilst the I. of A. Evening League players 
have won 2 of their first 4 matches.  
 
On 6 July, the first of the Club’s competitions (the Singles) takes place and the draw has taken place for 
the GBL Individual Competitions with Carole Booth, Ken Byfleet, John Foster and Roger Platts 
competing in the respective Singles, Ken & John in the Open Pairs, Carole & Michael Taylor in the 
Mixed Pairs, and Ken, John & Roger in the Open Triples.  Last year, Carole won the Ladies Singles, 
whilst Ken & John won the Open Pairs. 
 
Roy Clegg was accepted on to the Village Hall Committee as our Representative at their AGM on 14 
May and we are pleased that he will represent us robustly as well as contributing to the overall business 
of the Committee.  At the AGM, it was stated that, with regard to the dispute with the Bowls Club last 
year, common sense eventually prevailed.  In defence of the Bowls Club, we feel that if we had been 
approached in the first place in a more respectful and less aggressive manner, common sense may well 
have prevailed then, and saved the Village Hall whatever it cost them.  We wish to put this behind us 
and get on with enjoying ourselves playing bowls and improving the bowls facility for the future 
benefit of the Village. 
 
There are no places left to fill in the Club’s Open Pairs Gala Day on Sunday 14 July, and any further 
entries will be advised of this and placed on the reserve list in order of receipt in case anybody has to 
pull out. 
 
April 
We are very pleased with our new pavilion shelter/seating area which was completed in time for the 
first Club Night of the season on 18 April, and the pictures accompanying this report show the old 
damaged structure and the its replacement.  We are grateful to our insurance company Intasure for their 
sympathetic handling of our claim and to J.Howden Joinery & Carpentry from Walkeringham for 
designing and building an attractive and sturdy structure. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first Club Night was well attended and the playing season started with two Gainsborough Bowls 
League practice matches against Marton which resulted in an away win at Marton and a draw at home 
in the return match.  Our Isle of Axholme Seniors’ League teams both played at home for their first 
matches, with the Central Section team excelling by beating Marshalls 6 points to 0.  The Northern 
Section team did not fare as well against Crowlel, losing by 4 points to 2.  Their Captain did tell us that 
he was very impressed with the standard of our green, which is a credit to our members and to the 
Village.  The I. of A. Evening League team travelled to Epworth for their first league match, only for 
the fixture to be postponed when the heavens opened. 
 
Starting from the end of May, many clubs are holding their Gala Days on most weekends until the end 
of August, and we already have 25 pairs entered for our Open Pairs Gala Day on Sunday 14 July.  This 
means that we will again have a full house of 28 pairs for one of our major fund - raising events of the 
season, to further add to the reserves being built up to fund the replacement of our tea room/kitchen.  
All funding emanates from dedicated work carried out all year by Beckingham Bowls Club members. 
We have welcomed 3 new members this year but sadly lost 3 last year, and we do need further new 
members with or without bowling experience, so why not come to one of our Thursday Club Nights.  
Telephone Roger on 01427 848628 for more information.  
 
March 
Members past and present and their partners enjoyed an excellent meal and good company at our 
Annual Lunch held on 17 March at Thonock Park Golf Club.   This was our first gathering of the year 
and followed the verti – draining of the green during the week before.  Our green has suffered a little 
from moss but this has been treated and subsequent cutting shows that the green will be in its usual 
good order by the start of the season with Club Night on Thursday 18 April, starting at 5.30pm.  
Anybody interested in joining us will be most welcome and experienced bowlers will be on hand 
to advise any newcomers.  Bowls will be available, but please wear flat shoes with no heel.  
 
Our first match will be at home on Monday 29 April when we play Marton GB in a GBL practice 
match, with the return fixture at Marton 2 days later.  The following week we visit Marton on 8 May 
for our first league match.  Fixtures have been released by the League and we have been drawn away to 
Melrose SSC in the Knockout Shield and Misterton in the Hazel Lawrence Trophy, whilst Wheatley 
are our opponents in the Millennium Trophy which consists of 2 rinks at home and 2 rinks away.  The 
Isle of Axholme Pensioners’ League has been renamed Seniors with the qualifying age being reduced 
from 60 to 55, and their first matches are on 30 April.   



Members have completed as planned the replacement of the dilapidated kitchen units in our Tea Room 
with units donated by a member, and the areas where the wood has rotted have been repaired with 
wood and chipboard taken from fitted wardrobes dismantled at a member’s home.  It is still planned to 
demolish the Tea Room at the end of the season during September and source and position a 
replacement.  The damaged Pavilion Shelter/Seating Area has been completely demolished and 
removed and the replacement structure will be in place before our first Club Night. 
 
Finally, we would like to congratulate one of our sponsors Retford & Gainsborough Garden Centre and 
Citrus Café for being named as Best Independent Retailer in the North Notts Business Awards 2019.       
 

Beckingham Bowls Club Looking for New Members 
 

 Beckingham Bowls Club celebrated its 70th Anniversary in 2018 and runs teams 
in 4 local leagues 

 

 We have a full programme of Club events, both active and social and are looking 
for new members of all ages, with or without bowling experience to help us 

continue providing this facility into the future 
 

 Our season runs from late April to early September and we pride ourselves in 
having one of the best greens in the area 

 

 Our Bowling Green is situated adjacent to Beckingham and Saundby Village Hall, 
just off the roundabout where the A620 road to Retford joins the A631 

Gainsborough to Bawtry road 
 

 We are a friendly self - funding club and our motto is “Growing old is 
compulsory, growing up is optional”.  Bowls is not just a sport for older people.  

Why not join us? 

 Please ring Roger on 01427 848628 to find out more 

 
February 
It is now all systems go for our ground staff volunteers to have everything ready for the new season.  
Our first Gainsborough Bowls League fixture is at Marton on Wednesday 8 May and there will be the 
usual home and away practice games with our friends at Marton prior to that.  The first fixtures for our 
other 3 teams will be revealed at their league AGM’s in the middle of March. 
 
We are pleased to report that unrestricted access to our green has been restored.  We had no option but 
to pay the full amount to the Village Hall without having to commit hard earned funds to continue with 
legal advice and delay access further.  We wish to move forward from this situation and have appointed 
a Representative to the Village Hall Committee as per the Trust Deed of 1948 to represent us and 
hopefully restore a working relationship and pre-empt any future such disputes.  Unfortunately, we 
were unable to appoint a Representative at last May’s Village Hall AGM, and we have submitted the 
appropriate document for our Representative Roy Clegg to be appointed at the 2019 Village Hall AGM 
on 14 May.  



We are delighted to have received payment (less £250 excess) from our insurance company for the cost 
of replacing our pavilion shelter/seating area which collapsed after storm damage in late November last 
year. The work has been awarded to a local joiner/builder from Beckingham (Julian Howden - 
07979544662), and work will commence during March to dismantle the collapsed structure and build a 
new one.  
  
With regard to the Club’s dilapidated Tea Room/Kitchen, we have decided that there is insufficient 
time to demolish this structure and replace it before the season starts.  Consequently, we are replacing 
the existing internal units which are falling apart with some kitchen units kindly donated by Bill Bryan.  
We will also replace the rotten walls in one corner with wood purchased to repair the Pavilion Shelter 
roof before it received storm damage.  All this work will be completed before our clean up day on 13 
April.  Suitable replacement structures have been identified, and in order to be ready to act when the 
season finishes at the end of August, three of our members will visit suppliers of cabins in July to select 
a replacement cabin.  Our ground staff are confident they can demolish and remove the existing 
structure in readiness for the new one.  Some effective fund raising/grant applications will be needed to 
supplement funds raised by members efforts to replace this old structure which we obtained from 
Rampton Bowls Club many moons ago.   
  
January 
There was a good attendance at the Club’s Annual General Meeting held on 25 January 2019 at the 
Recreation Room.  In the absence of a Chairman, Roger Platts was asked to chair the meeting.  Before 
proceedings commenced, all members stood in silent and fond memory of 3 members who sadly passed 
away in 2018 – Audrey Rogers and Mick Pilkington in March and Eric Dent in October. 
 
Prior to the usual reports, a seconded proposal which was agreed upon at an earlier Management 
Committee Meeting, was read out to change Rule 4.1 of the Club Rules regarding Club Officers.  The 
proposal was carried unanimously to do away with the positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman and 
whoever held the position of Club Captain would automatically chair all meetings of the Club.  The 
Club Rules would be amended accordingly and the following were elected according to the new rule: 
Secretary – Carole Booth, Treasurer – Sue Platts, Club Captain – Roger Platts, Team Managers: GBL – 
Roger Platts, Pensioners North – John Cawkwell, Pensioners Central – Carole Booth, Evening League 
– John Foster, Grounds Committee Chairman – Geoff Proudley, Ground Staff Volunteers – Bob 
Brindle, Bill Bryan, John Cawkwell, Peter Cawthorne, Pete Ness, Roger Platts, Social Secretary – 
Janice Savage, Village Hall Representative – Roy Clegg (provisional), Auditor John Cawkwell. 
 
Denise Pilkington volunteered to organise the Annual Lunch whilst Roger Platts wished to pass on the 
responsibility of organising the Open Pairs after 7 years, and Carole Booth offered to organise this 
popular event alongside Roger for 2019. 
 
The dates for the Club’s events were agreed as follows: 17 March – Annual Lunch, 13 April – Clean 
Up Day, 18 April – Green opens, 1 June – Club Ladies Singles, 6 July Club Open Singles, 14 July – 
Open Pairs Gala Fund Raising Day, 3 August – Club Pairs, 7 September – Club Triples, 4 October - 
Club Presentation Evening. 
Future continued fund raising was discussed and agreed upon as the money raised by members is 
essential to enable the Club to continue the maintenance and improvement of the part of the Trust 
Premises on which the bowling green has been situated since 1948. 
 
Members were briefed on the ongoing dispute with Beckingham and Saundby Village Hall & Playing 
Field Committee which has resulted in us being locked out of the bowling green.  After some 
constructive discussion, the meeting backed the action being taken by the Club’s Management 
Committee following legal advice received at no cost to the Club.    



Members were advised that quotations have been received for the replacement of the Club’s Pavilion 
Shelter/Seating Area which was the subject of storm damage in December.  These have been sent with 
the claim form to our insurance company.  
 
After the meeting closed, members of the Ground Staff discussed the demolition of the Club’s 
dilapidated Tea Room/Kitchen with a view to replacing this structure, using the expertise of Club 
members. 
 
Beckingham Bowls Club was founded in 1948 and the bowling green was laid in 1947.  The area of 
land which includes the bowling green was given to the Village for the benefit of the Village by Miss 
Nora Watson who was a descendant of the founder of Beckingham Shipyard formed in 1889.  The 
shipyard ceased trading in 1962.  A Trust was set up in 1948 as the Trust Deed dated 25 May 1948.  Up 
to the 1980’s, the Bowls Club used the Village Hall changing and toilet facilities and paid for these 
facilities and also for the use of water and electricity.  Later in the 1980’s, the Bowls Club acquired and 
built changing, kitchen and toilet facilities on the bowling green site, and everything on this part of the 
Trust Premises has been purchased, acquired, built and maintained by and at the expense of 
Beckingham Bowls Club.   
 
In 1999, the bowling green was extended by 1/3rd in size at the expense of the Bowls Club.  This work 
increased the number of playable rinks from 4 to 6, and also provided the option to bowl in 2 different 
directions at the choice of the Grounds Committee Chairman, currently Geoff Proudley, son of Herbert 
Proudley one of the founder members.  Beckingham Bowls Club also installed a professional irrigation 
system at their expense and has continued to maintain and improve this part of the Trust Premises for 
the current and future benefit of the Village and local community out of funds raised by Club members. 
 
This report closes on a sad note as members will be sorry to learn that John Hall who entertained us so 
brilliantly at our Presentation Evening last October has sadly passed away.  John had also spoken at 
meetings of other Beckingham Village organizations.      
 
  
 
 
  
  
 


