
Beckingham Bowls Club 2021 
 
December 
Several members of our Club have continued to keep their eye in during the winter by playing indoors 
at Doncaster and Lincoln, whilst Riverside Indoor Bowls (RIBS) continue in their excellent efforts to re-
introduce an indoor bowling facility in Gainsborough. 
Current activity at our Club comprises “behind the scenes” organisation of equipment maintenance and 
materials for next year’s maintenance of the Bowling Green, along with continuing “Forth Bridge” 
efforts to secure further funding to pay for our planned essential building replacement.   
Unless there is any deterioration in the Covid situation, we expect to open our Bowling Green for play 
during the 3rd week in April, and we hope that the hard work during the last 2 years in securing new 
members will result in an enjoyable and successful year.   
We wish all our readers a very happy and healthy 2022. 
 
November 
In 2020 we applied successfully to be selected for inclusion in the Co-op Local Community Fund.  This 
application was founded on our plans to replace our tea/social room which we subsequently 
demolished as it was unfit for purpose and had become a health hazard.  The fund provides Co-op 
members with the opportunity to nominate one of three local “causes” and when those Co-op 
members who nominated Beckingham Bowls Club purchased selected products, our Club received an 
amount equivalent to the member’s dividend.  The fund ran from October 2020 to October 2021 and 
although our Club was linked to the Co-op Food Store in Epworth, any purchases of selected products 
nationally qualified towards this fund.  The total amount which accrued was £2,863.15 and the 
photograph accompanying this report shows some of Beckingham’s members receiving the cheque at 
the Co-op Epworth store on 20th November.  Those members then celebrated with coffee and cakes at 
the local Garden Centre.  The amount received from this fund has been reserved to go towards the cost 
of the replacement building.  We are most grateful to the Co-op for providing this fund - raising 
opportunity, to the Co-op members, and to Epworth Branch Manager Louise Hartshorn & her staff.  
 



We are very hopeful of receiving further funds from other local community applications and 
opportunities in the pipeline to meet the total cost.  This will provide better site facilities to match our 
Bowling Green as we approach our 74th year since formation, and continue to maintain the only 
remaining sports club in our village, providing a bowling facility for the local community. 
 
October 

Following the Verti-Draining and re-seeding by DiscSeeder of our Bowling 
Green on the weekend of the London Marathon, subsequent weather has 
been ideal for germination with some steady rain coupled with warm days 
and evenings.  Within 10 days the new grass 
started to show, and on 29 October it was very 
lush and able to take a light mowing.  The 
pictures accompanying this report show the mini 
furrows made by the Disc-Seeder and the 
resulting excellent growth and coverage of the 
grass on the Bowling Green after mowing.   The 
usual winter maintenance will take place and 
Spring Verti-Draining has been booked for late 
March 2022 in readiness for the playing season 
opening in mid/late April.  In addition to the 
maintenance of the Bowling Green, all 4 hedges 
surrounding the Bowling Green have been cut 

both sides and we are grateful to Mike Tomlinson for cutting the 2 sides 
adjacent to the farm field and football pitch, which are very difficult for 
members to access. 

 
Normally, this report would include details of the Club’s annual Presentation Evening, but this year this 
event enjoyed by members did not take place.  This is very disappointing, the thinking is that the 2021 
presentations should be included in the 2022 Annual Lunch normally held in March at Gainsborough 
Golf Club, and this will be thrashed out at our 2022 AGM.  The Gainsborough Bowls League Presentation 
Evening also did not materialize. 
To close this year’s reports, the following is a brief reminder of how Beckingham’s 4 teams performed 
in 2021 



 
Gainsborough Bowls League: 
Finished 5th in the league out of 9 teams. 
Knockout Shield winners against league champions Scotter in the final 
Isle of Axholme Evening League: 
Finished as runners up in the league out of 5 teams. 
Knockout Shield winners against league champions Crowle in the final. 
Isle of Axholme Seniors’ League: 
Beckingham B finished 4th and Beckingham A finished 5th in the league out of 6 teams. 
It was encouraging that 4 of our 10 new members in 2021 played in some league matches, and our aim 
is to encourage all of the new members to be more involved in the 2022 league matches if they wish as 
they gain more confidence in match play, which is the best way to progress.  Anybody else interested 
in joining us would be most welcome, irrespective of whether or not they have played before.  Existing 
members are more than willing to spend time on the Bowling Green and provide coaching. 
 
September 
Prior to the Bowling Green closing on 28 September, the Club held their Club Triples and Open Pairs 
competitions, as well as the Isle of Axholme Evening League team playing in the Final of that league’s 
Knockout Shield. 
After 53 ends and 636 woods during the day, the Final of Beckingham’s Club Triples held on 4 September 
was decided by 1 wood being 1 inch closer to the jack on the last end.  The two semi – finals played 
over 16 ends were closely contested.  In the first semi, Bill Bryan, Andy Wainwright & Peter Cawthorne 
had to come from behind to win by 14 shots to 11 against Brian Cunliffe, Phil Redhead and Bob Brindle, 
and in the other semi, scores between Stuart Moody, Russell Cunliffe & Roger Platts and Linda Farmery, 
Brian Burton & Carole Booth were level after 10 ends.  Stuart, Russell & Roger managed to finish 
stronger to win by 5 shots. 
In the final over 21 ends, Bill, Andy & Peter 
raced into an early 11 shots to 3 lead, and 
after 15 ends, they were in front by 15 shots 
to 8.  The determined team of Stuart, 
Russell & Roger then won the next 5 ends to 
make the scores level at 15 shots each on 
the 20th end.  In a tense finish, both teams 
each finished with a wood well within a foot 
of the jack, and Bill, Andy and Peter took 1 
shot by virtue of being 1 inch closer, to win 
the Audrey Rogers Memorial Trophy by 16 
shots to 15.  The losing team actually won 
12 ends to the winners 8, with one end tied 
when 2 opposing woods were resting on the 
jack.  The standard of bowling was high on a 
green conducive to good bowling, and the photograph accompanying this report shows the six players 
who competed in the Final.  Bill Bryan (3rd from left), Peter Cawthorne (with trophy) and Andy 
Wainwright (far right) comprised the winning team.  Congratulations are due to Brian Cunliffe’s son 
Russell who only took up the sport at the end of July.  
 



On the following Friday, the Club’ Isle of Axholme Evening League team won the Final of that league’s 
Knockout Shield against the league winners Crowle at Epworth.  The victory was emphatic with the 
triples of Andy Smith, Phil Redhead & Peter Cawthorne, and Roger Platts, Denise Pilkington & John 
Foster each winning by 23 shots to 7.  Beckinham’s other triples faded after a promising start to lose by 
6 shots, resulting in a 26 shots win for our village’s team.  The shield was unavailable for presentation 
as the league’s Secretary was “shielding” due to Covid, so no photographs were taken.  This 
performance added to Beckingham finishing 2nd to Crowle in the 5 club league. 
Two days later, our Open Pairs took place with 24 pairs each playing 6 games of 6 ends competing in 2 
leagues.  The Final was played between the winners of each league.  Beckingham’s John Foster 
partnered by Marton’s Mick Brighton won the Final against D. & J. Bentley, one of the many Pairs from 
Ordsall.  Unfortunately, no photographs of the winners are available. 
During the last week of September, our Green was scarified by Bill Bryan, helped by Brian Skelton and 
Roger Platts, under the watchful eye of Head Groundsman Geoff Proudley, who along with Bill has done 
the bulk of this season’s green maintenance. This work was in advance of Verti-draining and re-seeding 
being carried out the following weekend.   
 
August 
The Bowling Green will remain open for play up to and including 27 September, after which we have 
scheduled our Autumn/Winter maintenance of the green.  Following scarifying work by members, a 
contractor has been booked to verti-drain (holes punched into the surface for aeriation) and re-seed 
the green with a disc seeder over the weekend 2nd/3rd October.  Once the seed has sufficiently 
germinated, Autumn/Winter fertilizer will be applied, with light mowing as appropriate through the 
winter.  Soil samples taken in August by the representative of our supplier showed that the grass roots 
were reaching down to 8 inches (20cm) and moisture was present at that depth, with minimal thatch 
on top (of the green that is!!).  We receive numerous words of praise from visiting teams on the quality 
of the playing surface.    
All league fixtures have been completed, with the Club’s Gainsborough Bowls League team finishing a 
little disappointing 5th in the league.  It was a season of two halves.  In our first 8 league matches, we 
scored just 25.50 points with a shots difference of minus 69.  In our last 8 matches, we accumulated 
54.50 points with a shots difference of plus 82.  Early in the season we were missing several key players, 
and at the half way stage of the season, the Team Captain changed the format of some of the rinks 
which enabled some better consistency from settled rinks. The full league positions are shown below: 
 
                    Team                           Points                 Shots Difference 
 

1. Scotter                         124.75                          397 
2. Melrose SSC                  96.25                          238 
3. Marton & GB                92.50                            57 
4. Wheatley                       85.25                            43 
5. Beckingham                  80.00                            13 
6. Misterton                      76.25                           -92 
7. Rose Leisure                 76.25                           -37 
8. Marshalls                       63.75                        -166 
9. Owston Ferry                25.00                        -453 

 
Misterton gained 6th place by winning more games than Rose Leisure. 



 
By reaching 5th position, we did qualify for the Kelsey Cup of which we were the holders.  We played 
Melrose SSC in the semi – final at Marton.  Each team won 2 of the 4 rinks, but Melrose proceeded to 
the final by taking the aggregate shots by 76 to 62.  In one of the Pairs, Beckingham’s Bob Brindley & 
John Foster were in complete control at 21 shots to 10, but dropped the maximum 6 shots on the last 
end to only win by 5 shots.  In one of the Triples, Andy Smith, Geoff Proudley (substituted with Denise 
Pilkington due to injury) and Roger Platts were 9 shots to 1 down after 6 ends, but then won 12 of the 
remaining 15 ends to win 15 shots to 13.  Beckingham’s other Triples faded from a 7 shots lead to lose 
by 7 shots, whilst the other Pairs were unable to get to grips with the green and lost by 14 shots.  The 
winners of the League Competitions were: 
 
Knockout Shield – Beckingham 
Millennium and Hazel Lawrence Trophies – Marton & GB 
Kelsey Cup (Play off between 2nd to 5th) - Melrose SSC 
Garner Shield (Play off between 6th to 9th) – Rose Leisure 
Individuals – Not played this yea 

 
The tables for the Isle of Axholme Evening and Seniors’ Leagues are yet available.  In the Seniors’ 
League, Beckingham B team did beat Beckingham A team by 6 points to 0 on 17 August, having drawn 
3 points each earlier in the season.  
 
Our two remaining “events” are the Club Triples to be held on 4 September, starting at 10am, with 
9.30am closure for inclusion in the draw.  Following this is our Open Pairs taking place on 12 
September, starting at 10am.  We will continue to cut and maintain the green and site throughout the 
Winter and expect to open the green for play mid - April 2022.  We are keen to integrate this year’s 
10 new members into our 4 league teams next season, and further new members are always most 
welcome. 
 
Roger Platts 01427 848628. 
 
 

Beckingham win GBL Knockout Shield 
 

Beckingham’s Gainsborough Bowls League team pulled off an excellent victory on 4 August when they 
beat the league leaders Scotter on Melrose’s green to win the GBL Knockout Shield by 95 shots to 71.  
It was a great all round team performance, and lifted the team after a tottering first half to the season 
with several key players out through injury, illness and holidays.  Beckingham won both Triples by 11 
and 10 shots respectively, one of the Pairs by 5 shots, and only lost the other Pairs by 2 shots on the 
last end.  It was indeed a very creditable performance, beating previous Champions Marshalls in the 1st 
round, and then the 2019 Champions Melrose in the semi final, and completed with this victory over 
the current runaway league leaders Scotter.  The photograph shows the Shield being presented by the 
League Secretary to the happy and victorious Beckingham team.    
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June & July 
We recently welcomed our tenth new member this year, eight of whom are residents of Beckingham 
and Saundby, and although we have this year lost 4 members through ill health, this takes our total 
membership up to 35.  After many years of local publicity resulting in only a few new members, this is 
very gratifying and is excellent for the future of our Club.  It could be that the Covid lockdown has made 
people think about things “closer to home”.  Whilst only one new member has bowling experience, we 
will be able to integrate these new members into our league teams in 2022, when we expect to continue 
running 4 teams, more than any other local Bowls Club. 
 
Our Gainsborough Bowls League team has reached the final of the Knockout Shield, beating Marshalls 
and Melrose SSC (2019 Champions) on the way.  The final against Scotter is scheduled for 4 August at 
Melrose’s green.  On 9th August we host the final of the GBL Millennium Trophy between Marton & GB 
and Melrose SSC, whilst on Saturday 7th August, our Club Pairs will take place.  The Gainsborough Bowls 
League team has struggled to put out a strong team due to injuries, holidays and illness during the first 
half of the season, resulting in the team being next to bottom in the league.  A shake up of the rinks at 
the half way stage and the return of a couple of players has seen a big improvement with 3 wins out of 
5 in July, two by the maximum of 10 points to 0, and the other by 8 points to 2.  The results for the Isle 
of Axholme Evening League team have been mixed, as have the results from the I. of A. Seniors’ League, 
although the B team in this league won their last 2 matches by the maximum of 6 points to 0, and are 
due to play Beckingham A in the final match of that league’s season on 17 August.  The Club Singles was 
won by the 2020 winner Peter Cawthorne on 3 July.  He had a real fright when he was losing 13 - 0 to 
Carole Booth, but miraculously recovered to win 16 – 14 on the last end.   
 
Funding for a suitable replacement of the demolished tea room/store is still being sort and there has 
been a drain on our financial resources over the last 2 months, with money being spent on essential 
repairs to the irrigation system, a new fuse board, a store for fertilizer etc according to H. & S. 
Regulations, and a secure shed to house equipment used weekly when playing. 
 
 



May 
One plus point from the Covid restrictions last year was that we were able to carry out extensive 
maintenance to the Bowling Green, there being no league matches possible.  This early maintenance 
resulted in the preparation of an excellent playing surface for 2021. 
 
The Bowling Green opened for play on 30 April and competitive league matches were able to take place 
from 17 May, with Beckingham running 4 teams in 3 different leagues.  We have welcomed 7 new 
members this year, all residents of our village.  Despite having more members than most, if not all of 
the local bowls clubs, we have been short of players for league matches due to injuries, illness and 
holidays.  This has meant that early results have been disappointing, but the situation is now starting 
to improve.  The Gainsborough Bowls League team lost their first 2 league matches in May away to 
Melose and Scotter, but improved to win at Roses and played really well in their first home match to 
beat Marshall 90 shots to 43 to proceed to the semi – final of the Knockout Shield.  The isle of Axholme 
Seniors’ A team won their first match at home to Roses, and drew their second against Beckingham B, 
whilst the B team lost away to Crowle and secured a draw against Beckingham A.  The Isle of Axholme 
Evening League team only had one match in May, which they won at Belton.   
 
We have a Club Night every Thursday starting at 6.30, and residents of Beckingham and Saundby are 
welcome to come along.  Equipment is available, but please wear flat shoes without a heel.  
 
We are part of the Co-op Local Community Fund until the end of October.  When Co-op members buy 
selected Co-op branded products and services, the Co-op will give local causes a helping hand.  If Co-op 
members select Beckingham Bowls Club as their cause, the Club will receive funding based on members’ 
purchases anywhere in the UK.  Full details of how to support your local Bowls Club can be found online 
at www.coop.co.uk/membership 
At the Club’s 2020 AGM, Roger Platts told members that he would not stand for re-election as Club 
Captain at the 2021 AGM, after shouldering this responsibility for 9 years.  Consequently, the Club is 
looking to elect a Club Captain in Roger’s place, but he is continuing for the tenth year as Team Captain 
of the Club’s Gainsborough Bowls League team.   
 
April 
After very little competitive bowls in 2020, Beckingham’s bowlers are looking forward to the start of 
the season.  The Club’s green opened on 30 April for socially distanced play with league matches 
scheduled to start week commencing 17 May when up to 30 people can gather outdoors, and the 
weekly Thursday Club Nights start on 20 May and continue until late September.  Beckingham have 
entered a team in each of the Gainsborough Bowls and Isle of Axholme Evening Leagues, and 2 teams 
in the Isle of Axholme Seniors’ League.  Three members are unable to play this year due to illness and 
we sadly lost another playing member who passed away, but we are pleased to welcome 4 new 
members, all from Beckingham village.  
 
We have been delayed in cutting the grass on the green to the optimum height for playing.  Fertiliser 
spread weeks ago had not completely been absorbed into the soil due to the lack of rain, and a low - 
cut setting would lift the remaining fertiliser.  There’s nothing like a Bank Holiday to trigger rain and 
with two due in May, we expected there to be sufficient rain to satisfy our needs!!   In last month’s 
Newsletter, we incorrectly stated that the old tea room which we demolished was acquired from 
Rampton Hospital, whereas it actually came from Cottam Power Station.   



Our existing pavilion came from Rampton.  With no dedicated tea room yet, we will have to be 
innovative to provide refreshments for our visitors, and for the month of May and well into June, Covid 
regulations will not allow us to use the pavilion, but we have plenty of well - spaced benches and a 
useful open shelter.  
Anybody interested in receiving details of our fixtures and activities should please contact Roger on 
01427 848628.  
 
March 
All 3 leagues in which we play have indicated that we can expect to start league matches with effect 
from w/c 17 May when up to 30 people can meet outdoors, subject to no deterioration in the Covid 
situation.  We plan to open the green for social distanced play during the 3rd or 4th week in April but 
have not yet fixed an exact date.   Members will be advised of the opening date, and this date will be 
included in the ”Diary” on the Village Website, or phone Roger on 01427 848628 for details. 
We have completed the demolition and removal of our Tea Room which was a health hazard and unfit 
for purpose.  Contractors quoted approaching £2000 for this work which Club members have done for 
the cost of a skip and a small fee to isolate the electricity and link it back to the pavilion so we had 
power for our tools.  The structure demolished was acquired second hand from Rampton Hospital circa 
1980.  This has been a tremendous team effort and we have plans for a suitable replacement and are 
working with the Village Hall relative to sourcing funding.  
  
The photographs accompanying this report show the old Tea Room complete with the inner fittings 
piled up, members working on removing the metal framework and the structure completely removed, 
leaving some tidying up to be completed.  
 
From 1 May, Beckingham Bowls Club will be affiliated to Bowls England and linked to Bowls 
Nottinghamshire.  The benefits of this affiliation make the small annual fee based on the number of 
playing members well worth it.  
 
We intend to hold our postponed AGM as soon as indoor restrictions are lifted and it is safe to meet 
indoors.  If these restrictions continue for some time, we will consider holding the AGM outside during 
the day.     
 
Roger Platts                                                                                                                        5 April 2021 



 

 
 
February 
We are working with Beckingham Village Hall by applying for grants to replace our unfit for purpose tea 
room as well as equipment for the Village Hall play park and multi - use games area.  As yet, we do not 
know if our application has been acceptable, but we do have options planned for the eventual 
replacement building.  We have been included in the Co-op Local Community Fund since October 2020 
whereby Co-op members can elect to support us until October 2021, whereby we receive the same 
dividend as the member when they purchase own brand products in any UK store, or use their financial, 
insurance or funeral services.  Although this will not be sufficient to completely fund a new building, it 
will nevertheless help greatly with our green maintenance costs. 
 
We are awaiting news from the 3 leagues in which we compete once a Road Map is issued, and we are 
currently planning our teams and activities on the assumption that bowling will be able to commence 
in May, so we are ready to go. 
 
Our green is looking in excellent condition and benefitted greatly from the extensive maintenance work 
carried out last July to October.  Regular cuts at the optimum height for winter have been made, and 
the moss which appeared has been successfully treated.  
 
January 
We are pleased to have reached a mutually worthwhile documented and signed Agreement with 
Beckingham cum Saundby Village Hall & Playing Field for the Use of Trust Premises for exclusive access 
to the bowling green and facilities and free use of the car park, subject to the green still being part of 
the Beckingham & Saundby Village Hall & Playing Field Trustees Trust Deed dated 25 May 1948 and 
Beckingham Bowls Club giving access to all of Beckingham (and Saundby) residents, under BBC 
controlled supervision.  The rolling Agreement, which commenced on 1 January 2021, fully respects 
both the original Trust Deed and the Club’s Rules and clearly defines which party is responsible for the 
various aspects involved in running, funding and maintaining the green, site, equipment and buildings.  
This is an important moment for our Club’s future, and such joint co-operation will not only benefit 
both parties, but more importantly, benefit the villages of Beckingham and Saundby and surrounding 
community. 



Our AGM scheduled for 29 January was postponed to a later date due to Covid restrictions.  We intend 
to hold this as soon as it is safe so to do, and our aim is to offer some form of social bowling by the 
beginning of June, as we were able to do in 2020.  Whether or not we will be able to do this and 
eventually play league/competitive games depends upon developments.  In the absence of our AGM, 
all members were provided with a year end report for 2020 which showed the Club would emerge from 
the Covid epidemic in a strong position with funding obtained from a Sport England Covid related grant, 
generous donations and annual subscriptions.  This helped to partly compensate for the loss of funding 
we raise in a “normal” season and ensured that we were able to provide top class maintenance and 
upkeep to the green.  Our mower was recently collected for a full service, and the person collecting it 
commented that he had collected 30 mowers for servicing over the last few months, and our green was 
by far the best he had seen. 
   
Although our membership numbers are currently relatively healthy, our main concern for the future is 
the lack of new members, especially of less more mature age.  Anybody interested in joining the village’s 
only remaining outdoor sports club for our 73rd year since being formed, should please contact Roger 
on 01427 848628.  Bowls is not just a sport for people of a more mature age, and also provides social 
advantages which will be particularly beneficial when we emerge from Covid.       
 


