
 

 

 

Willow Works Update October 2010 

 

Since the announcement of the grant for the redevelopment of the Old Willow Works, a number 

of issues have arisen. The Environment Agency withdrew from being the lead partner to the 

project causing major problems, namely, who else can carry out the function and how VAT 

issues were to be addressed. We were asked if we could do this either via the Old Willow Works 

Co. or local Parish Council. 

 

Before this could be put formally to the Parish Council a number of enquiries had to be made, to 

ensure that we did not contravene any rules or standards. To this end a meeting was held with 

accountants regarding VAT and our solicitor on the legality issues. This generated a further 

meeting, this time with the Standards and Legal department at Bassetlaw District Council.  

 

With all the advice received, it was decided that it was not in the best interest for the Parish 

Council to proceed in the role. Further enquiries to partners within Trent Vale Landscape 

Partnership identified Groundwork. 

 

After discussions Groundwork agreed to take on the responsibility for the redevelopment and 

work commenced on site from 1st October 2010. The car park base and entrance road works 

commenced in April 2010. This work was carried out by a local contractor and group volunteers. 

The site area has now been fenced including entrance gates. Sewage works, surface water 

dispersal, new toilet block and internal renovation will follow. The redevelopment should be 

completed by April 2011. 

 

It is now a firm agreement that the community group will have exclusive use of a room within 

the building where all the equipment and artefacts will be housed. It is expected that this will be 

open to members at any time so that they will be free to work in archiving, research and display 

preparation. Displays will be created in the entrance foyer and in the open area on the first floor. 

We believe that once the community area has become established, it will be in constant use by 

members. The group will also have use of other display areas for open days, exhibitions and 

demonstrations.  

 

The building, space for letting and outside space will be available for hire by members within the 

community, by arrangement, at preferential rates. 

 


