
Beckingham Bowls Club 2022 
July  
The Club’s Gainsborough Bowl League team continue to perform very well, and currently they are in 
2nd place in the league, with a game in hand on the leaders.  The top of the league at 3rd August is as 
follows: 
 
Team                           Played           Won        Drawn        Lost          Points 
 
Scotter                           15                  12             1                2               105.00 
Beckingham                  14                  10             1                3                 96.25 
Melrose SSC                 14                  10             0                4                 92.50 
Wheatley                       14                    8             0                6                 88.75 
 
Beckingham’s 2 remaining games are both at home and are scheduled for 8th August against Scotter 
and 10th against Melrose SSC, so with a maximum of 10 points available per match, Beckingham have 
every chance of winning the league for the first time since joining the GBL in 1987.  Unfortunately, we 
were unsuccessful in the Final of the Millennium Trophy, losing on aggregate to Melrose SSC at 
Wheatley on 25th July, despite winning 2 of the 4 rinks. 
 
Our Isle of Axholme Evening League team finished their league programme at the end of July, whilst 
the I. of A. Seniors’ League team play up to the end of August.  No league table are available at the 
moment. 
 
Our Open Pairs Gala Day scheduled for 17th July was postponed due to the excessive heat which we felt 
would have been a health hazard, and this fund - raising day is scheduled to take place on 7th August, 
the day after our Club Pairs.  Our Club Triples will take place on Saturday 3rd September, concluding 
our season, although our Bowling Green will remain open for social play until the 3rd week in 
September.  After that, we will be carrying out essential end of season maintenance consisting of 
scarifying, followed by Verti – Draining, followed by re-seeding by disc- seeder, and concluding with the 
spreading of 7 tonnes of top dressing, at a total cost of approximately £1750.00.      
 
June                                                                           
Our Gainsborough Bowls League team is enjoying an excellent season so far, and at the end of June the 
team was 2nd in the league, just 1.25 points behind leaders Scotter who visit Beckingham for the last 
league match of the season on 8th August.  We are through to the semi - final of the GBL Knockout 
Shield to be played at Misterton on 20th July against Marshalls, and 5 days later, we lock horns with 
either Melrose SSC or Wheatley in the final of the GBL Millennium Trophy, again on a neutral green.  
Beckingham were however soundly beaten by Scotter in the semi – final of the GBL Hazel Lawrence 
Trophy.  Results in the two Isle of Axholme Leagues (Evening and Seniors’) continue to be mixed, and 
as yet, we have received no communication from those two leagues regarding our positions in the 
leagues.  Players in all league are enjoying busy seasons, as well as socially meeting many friends from 
other teams. 
Several of our members have been enjoying competing in various weekend Gala Open Days (Epworth, 
Marton & GB and Wheatley), with more to come.  At Marton, Beckingham’s Andy Smith, John Foster 
and Roger Platts reached the final, only to lose on the last end to a Marton trio who were filling in for 
an absent team. 



Our Club Singles was held on Saturday 2nd July.  The attendance of 10 was disappointing, but it was an 
enjoyable and competitive day.  In the first semi - final, Andy Smith beat Brian Cunliffe who had earlier 
beaten the experienced John O’Hare and Peter Ness.  In the other semi, Roger Platts beat Andy 
Wainwright, who had earlier played exceptionally well to account for Bill Bryan and John Foster, both 
very good players.  The final went to the very last end with Andy and Roger level at 13 shots each with 
one end to play.  Andy took 2 shots on the last end to win the trophy, an excellent and deserved 
achievement considering he only started played during the middle of last season.  It was interesting to 
note that 3 of the 4 semi - finalists play left - handed, and indeed the other, Andy Wainwright, is left - 
handed, but plays right - handed.  
  
We sadly lost one of our members,Tony Whitlam, who passed away during June.  Tony had been a club 
member for approaching 10 years and was a unique, likeable and popular person.  His funeral was on 
30th June when he paid a last visit to the Bowling Green, followed by a family funeral at Walkeringham 
Cemetery and a celebration of his life at Mount Pleasant Hotel, north of Bawtry.  There were many 
funny and touching memories shared by all the numerous family and friends who went to show their 
respects.  During his time at Beckingham Bowls Club, he won the Club Singles and Club Triples, and was 
given two awards for his unique comments on life and matters relating to the Bowling Green.   
 
May 
Our Gainsborough Bowls League team has made an excellent start to the season, topping the league 
after 6 matches.  Melrose and Scotter are 3.75 and 6.25 points respectively behind.  Both those teams 
have a game in hand and there are still 10 league matches to play, so we need to maintain our form if 
we are to win this league for the first time since joining the league in 1987.  The team has also reached 
the semi – finals of the Knockout Shield (won by Beckingham in 2021) and the Millennium Trophy.  The 
Isle of Axholme Evening and Senior Leagues’ teams have had mixed results so far and league tables are 
not available. 
 
We have recently welcomed 3 new social members and 1 new full member, but sadly lost 1 of our 
members, Phil Redhead, who passed away suddenly on 28 May.  Phil only joined the Club last year, and 
was a very friendly and obliging person who soon became involved in our activities. 
 
We will be holding our Club Singles on Saturday 2nd July and our Open Pairs Gala Day on Sunday 17th 
July, both scheduled to start at 10am.  Entry numbers for the Open Pairs are not yet available, but in 
the past, we have welcomed 28 pairs from various clubs to compete in this all - day competition.  
Spectators are most welcome at both competitions, with food and refreshments available at our Open 
Pairs. 
As a temporary measure until we have sufficient funds to build a new tea and social room, one of our 
members fitted a fully functional sink in the corner of our pavilion, which enables us to provide 
refreshments for our visitors and wash up afterwards on the premises, rather than take the dirty pots 
away for washing and subsequent return. 
 
April 
We held our Annual Lunch on 10th April in the Thonock Lounge at Thonock Golf Club, which was a most 
enjoyable afternoon for members and their partners, concluding with the presentation of trophies from 
2021.  The six trophies competed for in 2021were all presented by ladies, as shown in the photographs 
accompanying this report  



Audrey Rogers Memorial Trophy for Club Triples – presented by Doreen Brumby, a supporter of our 
Club for many years, to Peter Cawthorne, who had partnered Bill Bryan & Andy Wainwright last 
September. (below left) 

 
Mick Pilkington 
Memorial Trophy 
for Club Pairs - 
presented by 
Denise Pilkington, 
Club playing 
member, to John 
Cawkwell & Peter 
Cawthorne.  (right) 
 
 

Charles Lundy Memorial Trophy for Club Singles – presented by Sue Platts, Club Treasurer, to Peter 
Cawthorne.  (below left) 
 

 Open Pairs Cup – 
presented by Julie 
Smith, Village Hall 
Chairperson, to John 
Foster who won the 
competition with Mick 
Brighton of Marton & 
GB last September. 
(right) 
 
 

 
Isle of Axholme Evening League Knockout Shield – presented by Terry Foster, centre and a long - time 
supporter, to some of the players who won the shield.  (below left) 
 

Gainsborough 
Bowls League 
Knockout Shield – 
presented by 

Sharon 
Cawthorne, a 
recent supporter, 
to some of the 
players who won 
the shield.  
(right) 
 



Our season started at the end of April with two Gainsborough Bowls League practice matches home 
and away against Marton & GB with everyone wearing extra layers of clothing, whilst the first league 
match was on 26th April in the Isle of Axholme Seniors’ League.  Beckingham were soundly beaten in 
this match 6 points to 0 at home by a very strong Marshalls team. 
Progress is being made, albeit slowly, in raising funds for our replacement tea/social room.  Currently 
we have actual funds raised ourselves of £3,100, with a further £8,000 committed contributions 
secured for payment when required, making the total so far at £11,100.  The total estimated cost is 
£26,000 including some other site improvements, so there is still a long way to go, and “match funding” 
will now be sought.  We are most grateful to Doreen Brumby for her recent very kind contribution.    
 
March 

All the arrangements are in place for the Bowling Green to open for play on 21st 
April. Winter moss has been treated, scarifying, verti-cutting and mowing are in 
hand, and the Green looks in excellent shape.  The Technical Representative from 
Rigby Taylor, our supplier of materials for maintenance of the Green, visited us and 
took soil samples which indicated that grass root growth and quality were very good.  
In his opinion, Beckingham’s Bowling Green is the best he has seen in the area.  We 

purchased in January sufficient materials for 2022 in advance of a big price increase of up to 50%. 
 
The first Gainsborough Bowls League fixture is at home to Owston Ferry on 4th May starting at 6.30pm, 
but we have two pre-season GBL Practice Matches at Marton & GB on 20th April and at home to Marton 
& GB on 25th April, starting at 6.00pm.  Beckingham have been drawn at home to Marton & GB on 25th 
May in the first round of the GBL Knockout Shield, a trophy they won in 2021.  The Club’s Isle of Axholme 
Seniors’ League team start their league season with a home fixture against Marshalls on 26th April, 
starting at 2.00pm.  This year, there will only be one Seniors’ League, which means that there will be 18 
matches, much better than in 2021 when teams were split into two leagues.  The Isle of Axholme 
Evening League team also team kick off their league campaign during the first week in May.   
This year, the Club celebrates its 74th Anniversary since being formed in 1948, and we will be trying hard 
to win the Gainsborough Bowls League for the first time. 
 
February 
There was a good attendance (approximately 60% of our membership) at our Annual General Meeting 
held on 2 March in Beckingham Village Hall.  We normally hold this meeting at the end of January.  Prior 
to the start, members stood in silent remembrance of 5 members who had sadly passed away since our 
last AGM in January 2020 – Shirley Wilson, Nev. Hethershaw, Clarrie Brumby, Nadine Byfleet and Denis 
Maidens.  
Members were brought up to date with details of our financial situation, the Agreement with 
Beckingham cum Saundby Village Hall & Playing Field, the position regarding our planned replacement 
building, and news from the three leagues in which we compete.  In an effort to encourage more 
members to take responsibility, a proposal by Sue Platts (Treasurer since 2012) that there should be a 
maximum term of office of 3 years was passed for inclusion in our Club Rules.   
This did not unfortunately have the desired effect as there were no offers to take on the positions of 
Club Captain and Social Secretary.  Roger Platts had given 12 months’ notice in January 2020 that he 
did not wish to stand for re-election at the 2021 AGM after being Club Captain for 9 years.  The position 
of Chairman had been scrapped as voted for at the January 2019 AGM, and Roger was asked to act as 
Chairperson for this AGM. 



The following dates were announced: 
Sunday 10 April – Annual Lunch at Thonock Golf Club 
Thursday 21 April – Green Opens for Play 
Saturday 2 July – Club Singles 
Sunday 17 July – Open Pairs Gala Day 
Saturday 6 August – Club Pairs  
Saturday 3 September – Club Triples 
Friday 7 October – Presentation Evening 
Friday 27 January – AGM 2023 
 
Currently, the Presentation Evening is in doubt awaiting offers to organise what has always been a most 
enjoyable evening to close our playing season. 
 
Applications for grants for capital expenditure and separate fund raising to cover maintenance costs 
were discussed.  It was decided not to have a dedicated Club Night on Thursdays, but members and 
their guests are free to use the Bowling Green any weekday after 12 noon (allowing for morning green 
maintenance), and most weekends. 
A request for offers of assistance for the Village Hall Committee was made and one prospective new 
member volunteered their help.  The Village Hall is a vital part of village life and we work closely with 
their Committee, and they deserve the support of village residents. 
 
January 
Our Management Committee are scheduled to meet during the second week of February mainly to 
agree a date and the agenda items for the delayed AGM which we intend to hold at the end of February 
or early in March.  The last AGM was held on 31 January 2020 as no AGM was held in 2021 due to the 
Covid situation, and the last Management Committee Meeting took place on 7 April 2021, so there will 
be plenty to sort out.  More input is required from members rather than just a few taking the lead and 
ensuring the Club runs smoothly, both on and off the Bowling Green. 
 
Whilst looking through some archived files, I came across a letter sent on 31st October 1984 to Bowls 
Club Members following a General Meeting to decide whether or not the Club should enter in one or 
more leagues in 1985.  Up to then, only friendly matches were played.  The following extracts from the 
letter make interesting reading and the wording encapsulates the principals that our Club endeavours 
to follow 37 years later but does not always achieve.  
 
“Your Management Committee feels that, if the Club is to enter into league play, it should do so to win.  
It cannot hope to win with teams whose members do not play together regularly in appropriate 
positions and who have no regular practice and coaching.  At the same time, the interests of the 
remainder of our members must be preserved.  It is essential, and will be a condition of selection, that 
team members take part in Club play as at present. 
 
In completing the enclosed questionnaire, please remember the following.  Your present standard of 
play is not material; if the Club enters into league play and you are not selected, your interests will be 
preserved; if we do enter and you agree to your selection you will be committed – to play to win, to 
practice and, above all, to support our Club life.” 
 



Beckingham joined the Gainsborough Bowls League in 1985 and were runners-up to Belton in that and 
the following year.  As yet, the Club has never won the Gainsborough Bowls League, although in most 
years, the Club has won one of the 4 knockout competitions held each year.  Could Beckingham win the 
league for the first time in 2022, or in 2023 which will be the 75th Anniversary of the Club being formed, 
when most existing members were still in short trousers or gymslips?   
 
 
 


